
 
 

 

May 8, 2008 

INDIAN GAMING 

The Pauma Band of Luise–o Indians says the National Indian Gaming Commission has approved an 
environmental assessment and tribal environmental impact report on the proposed expansion of 
Casino Pauma in North County. The National Indian Gaming Commission is the federal agency that 
reviews and approves management agreements, such as the one proposed between the Pauma Band 
and Foxwoods Development Co.  
 
The tribe submitted a proposal last year to build a new casino with up to 2,500 slot machines, a 23-
story, 384-room hotel, a 1,500-seat multi-purpose events center, a 1,500-space parking garage and 
expansion of its wastewater treatment plant. Several changes to that plan have been made following 
meetings with local residents. 
 
The next step in the process is for the Pauma Band to start negotiations with the county of San Diego 
to mitigate any off-reservation impacts. Pauma revised its plans for the new casino resort after 
receiving input from local neighbors during public hearings and in written comments. 
 
The tribe says several new aspects of the project have been modified with the help of local residents in 
four major categories: 
 
• Traffic: The new plan will work with Caltrans and its administrative process to signalize the 
intersection of Highway 76 and Pauma Reservation Road.  
 
¥ Site and Sound: The height of the hotel tower was reduced from 23 stories to 19-stories; major 
reduction in the size of the casino gaming floor by 10,000 square feet; reduction of the special events 
center by 15,000 square feet; to eliminate noise concerns, forgoing the construction of the proposed 
outdoor amphitheatre; abiding by the San Diego County's Dark Skies Ordinance.  
 
¥ Safety: Pauma will make additional financial contributions to the Sheriff's Department to offset 
additional costs. Pauma will develop and fund a tribal fire department to protect the area from 
wildfires and other fire-related threats.  
 
¥ Water Use: New casino resort will use less water than the current casino and agricultural uses, and 
will also result in a net increase in groundwater recharge.  
 
ÒIn so extensively reworking its plans for the expansion of Casino Pauma, the Pauma Tribe clearly 
worked to respect the views of the over 120 of its neighbors who signed a letter identifying concerns 
about the off-reservation impacts of the original development planÓ says Charles Mathews, one of the 
authors of a residents' letter supporting the revised plans. 
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Pauma Tribe Scales Back Resort Plans  
 
PAUMA VALLEY, Calif. -- The Pauma Indian band has scaled back plans for its $300 million resort 
hotel amid community concerns over traff ic, noise, water and visual impact, it was reported Thursday.  
 
The band now proposes building a 19-story tower instead of a 23-story structure, cutting the originally 
proposed gaming floor by 10,000 square feet and eliminating altogether plans for an outdoor amphitheater, 
The San Diego Union-Tribune reported.  
 
The resort is slated to be built north of Valley Center with help from another tribe in Connecticut that 
operates Foxwoods, the largest casino in the world, with 74,000 slot machines, the newspaper reported. 
"We did everything we could to address those concerns" raised by the community, Chris Devers, chairman 
of the 176-member Pauma tribe, told the Union-Tribune.  
 
The faltering economy, which has caused incomes to drop at casinos coast to coast, was not behind the 
changes, Devers told the newspaper.  
 
Pauma's current casino is among the smallest in the county but there's room for that to change. Pauma 
signed a compact with the state in 2004 that allows it to operate an unlimited number of slot machines, 
although how much money it gives toward state coffers goes up exponentially as it adds machines, 
according to the Union-Tribune.  
 
Pauma officials have yet to set an exact number of slot machines for its new resort hotel project but have 
said they plan to roughly double the 1,090 machines that exist now under large, metal-framed tents, the 
newspaper reported.  

Copyright 2008 by City Wire. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Pauma band  scales back resort hote l p lans  
By Onell R. Soto 
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER  
 
The Pauma Indian band has scaled back plans for its $300 million resort hotel, cutting its tower from 
23 stories to 19, trimming the size of the gambling floor, and eliminating an outdoor amphitheater.  

The tribe says the changes are in response to community concerns voiced last year after it announced 
details of the proposed resort it is building north of Valley Center with help of a tribe in Connecticut 
that operates Foxwoods, the largest casino in the country.  

ÒWe did everything we could to address those concerns,Ó Chris Devers, chairman of the 176-
member Pauma tribe, said Wednesday.  

The changes deal with issues such as traffic, noise, water and visual impact, he said.  

The faltering economy, which has caused income to drop at casinos coast to coast, was not behind 
the changes, Devers said.  

Several community members who had complained about the plan last fall were satisfied with the 
revamped proposal.  

ÒHopefully, it's improved the development,Ó said Charles Mathews, who co-authored a protest letter 
signed by 125 neighbors. Many, but not all concerns were considered, he said.  

Mathews and two other neighbors who authored the letter met with tribal leaders after a contentious 
hearing last fall with residents near the proposed resort.  

The county and the tribe now can begin negotiating over ways to make up for the way the casino will 
affect neighbors.  

John Snyder, who leads county negotiations with tribes, was unavailable for comment.  

Pauma signed a compact with the state in 2004 that allows it to operate an unlimited number of 
machines, although how much money it gives toward state coffers goes up exponentially as it adds 
machines.  



The exact number of machines in the casino hasn't been set, but the tribe plans to roughly double the 
1,090 machines at its existing casino, which operates out of large metal-framed tents.  

The 400-room resort will include a 1,500-car parking structure, a spa, a pool, an events center and 16 
cabanas.  

The primary changes from the proposal unveiled in August:  

 Cutting the height of the hotel by 17 percent, though not the number of rooms. The hotel will be 
wider instead.  

 Agreeing to fund a traffic light and road widening at state Route 76 and Pauma Reservation Road, 
about a third of a mile south of the casino.  

 Cutting the casino floor by 10,000 square feet to 73,500, eliminating the amphitheater and agreeing 
to abide by the county's rules to prevent light pollution.  

 Agreeing to fund additional sheriff's deputies, plus expand the tribal fire department and signing 
mutual-aid agreements with neighboring firefighting agencies.  

 Agreeing to conservation methods that officials expect will result in the new resort using less water 
than the existing casino and fruit orchards.  

The changes are reflected in a 2-inch-thick document that simultaneously covers the environmental 
impacts of the tribe's decision to build the casino and the approval by the federal government of a 
management agreement with a subsidiary of Connecticut's Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation.  

That tribe operates 7,000-slot Foxwoods, which it claims is the largest casino in the world, halfway 
between New York and Boston. Devers said the tribe is still working on finding financing for the 
project, and it's unclear when workers would begin construction.  
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Pauma announces scaled back casino 

High-rise hotel will be 19 stories instead of 23 

By EDWARD SIFUENTES - Staff Writer | Thursday, May 8, 2008  

In response to concerns from its Pauma Valley neighbors, the Pauma Band of Mission Indians 
said Wednesday it plans to scale back its casino expansion. 
 
Officials said a proposed 23-story, high-rise hotel will be reduced to 19 stories. Its proposed 
casino gambling floor space will be reduced by 10,000 square feet and an outdoor concert venue 
will be eliminated from the project. 



 
"As a tribal government, we have a responsibility to our community and future generations to 
work with those around us in pursuit of our common interests," said Chris Devers, chairman of 
the Pauma tribe. 
 
The changes are outlined in a revised environmental assessment report, a letter to the tribe's 
neighbors and a press release issued Wednesday. 
 
Pauma Valley residents have said they want to protect the rural character and safety of their 
community. Some residents said the $300 million expansion, which would include 2,500 slot 
machines and a 4,000-space parking lot, would look out of place in the agricultural valley of about 
7,000 residents. 
 
Devers said the estimated cost of the project, the number of hotel rooms, about 400, and the 
number of slot machines have not changed. 
 
Residents said in a statement released Wednesday that they welcomed the changes to the 
project. 
 
"It appears that the (environmental report) which the Pauma tribe is filing does take into account 
concerns of Pauma Valley residents; albeit not as completely as we may have wished, but more 
than we expected," according to the letter signed by three residents, Bill Taylor, Charles Mathews 
and Roger Warburton. 
 
The tribe also said it plans to work with state transportation authorities to install signals at the 
intersection of Highway 76 and Pauma Reservation Road, which leads to the casino, and will 
make unspecified "additional" contributions to the Sheriff's Department to offset public safety 
costs. 
 
In 2006, Pauma announced it would build the expansion project with its partners, the 
Mashantucket Pequots' Foxwoods Development Co. The Connecticut tribe owns one of the 
largest casinos in the world. 
 
The tribe opened a small, temporary casino in May 2001 on a 20-acre site, 11 miles east of 
Interstate 15. A metal-framed tent houses 1,090 slot machines and 22 table games. 
 
Under its gambling agreement with the state, the tribe is required to begin negotiations with the 
county to help pay for any off-reservation problems caused by the expansion. In past negotiations 
with other tribes, those costs generally include funding for road improvements, law enforcement 
and programs for people with gambling problems. 
 
John Snyder, the county's lead negotiator on tribal agreements, said Wednesday he had not seen 
the tribe's new environmental report. Following the release of the report, the tribe and the county 
have 55 days to negotiate an agreement, Snyder said. 
 
County officials criticized a draft version of the report released last year, saying the study was 
incomplete and lacked "credible analysis" on a number of areas, including traffic, water 
resources, light pollution and fire services. 
 
"I'm interested to see the entire document and see how our comments were addressed," Snyder 
said Wednesday. 
 
Devers said the tribe had addressed those concerns. It conducted new water studies and entered 
into an agreement with the Palomar Observatory to address light pollution concerns, he said. The 
tribe also will develop its own fire department and negotiate a new agreement with the Sheriff's 
Department, he said. 



 
In addition, the tribe will pay its fair share of the cost for traffic lights at the intersection of Highway 
76 and Cole Grade Road, which neighbors said could become dangerous with the extra traffic 
headed to the casino. 
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May 14, 2008  

The Pauma tribe has downsized its casino and hotel in part in response to comments from 
local residents, according to Chairman Chris Devers. 
ÒWe wanted to look at the growth of the industry and we wanted to accommodate our 
patrons,Ó he told The Roadrunner in an interview on Monday. 
 
It may also or may not have something to do with the fact that the tribeÕs backer, the 
Mashantucket Pequot tribe of Connecticut, has seen revenues decline dramatically in the last 
few months at its Foxwoods Casino and Resort, the largest casino in the world. 
 
Last week the Pauma Band of Luise–o Indians announced the approval of the combined 
Environmental Assessment and Tribal Environmental Impact Report (ÒEA/ TEIRÓ) from 
the National Indian Gaming Commission for the proposed expansion of the casino resort. 
 
The NIGC is the federal agency that reviews and approves management agreements, such as 
the one proposed between the Pauma Band and Foxwoods Development Co. 
 
The TEIR is required under the bandÕs state compact that assesses off-reservation impacts 
from its proposed expanded casino. The Pauma Band combined both documents.  
 
The Band certified the TEIR component of the Environmental Review and forwarded 
copies to the County. The next step is to negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the County to mitigate off-reservation impacts as required by the compact.  
 
Pauma revised its plans for the new casino resort after hearing from local neighbors during 
public hearings and in written comments last fall and working with community groups.  
 
In his interview Devers noted that the tribe worked with Scott Kardel of Palomar 
Observatory to mitigate effects on the 200 inch telescope. 
Kardel told the paper: ÒChairman Devers and the Pauma Tribe have been very receptive to 
the observatoryÕs needs, even to the point of agreeing to follow the County's Light Pollution 
Ordinance.  
 



I have been very pleased with their cooperation and feel that it is possible that they can 
complete their project with minimal impact on our operations.Ó 
Devers said the start up date for the new building depends on when the  
 
MOU is worked out with the County and on the financial markets. 
ÒI think the thing that comes is the openness of the tribe to meet with the community and 
realize that the tribes arenÕt necessarily out of bounds to community members,Ó said Devers. 
 
ÒFollowing the meeting when the Pauma Tribe first publicly presented its draft EA/T EIR, 
many residents were of the view that nothing could be done and that any approach to the 
Tribe would be a waste of timeÓ, said Bill Taylor, an author of the residentsÕ letter. ÒThe 
tribe has proven those views to be wrong.Ó  
 
Several new aspects to the project were modified. Highlights of the changes are: 
 
Traffic: New plan will work with Caltrans to put a traffic light at Hwy 76 & Pauma 
Reservation Road. 
 
Site and Sound: The height of the hotel tower was reduced from 23 to 19-stories; reduction 
in the size of the casino gaming floor by 10,000 square feet; reduction of the special events 
center by 15,000 sq. ft; forgoing construction of the proposed outdoor amphitheater; abiding 
by the San Diego CountyÕs Dark Skies Ordinance. 
 
Safety: Pauma will contribute to the SheriffÕs Dept. to offset additional costs. It will develop 
and fund a fire department.  
Water Use: New casino resort will use less water than the current casino and ag uses, and 
will also result in a net increase in groundwater recharge. 
 
ÒIn so extensively reworking its plans for the expansion of Casino Pauma, the Pauma Tribe 
clearly worked to respect the views of the over 120 of its neighbors who signed a letter 
identifying concerns about the off-reservation impacts of the original development planÓ 
said Charles Mathews, another author of the residentsÕ letter.  
 
"Tribal sovereignty creates a duty for us to work with others,Ó added Chairman Chris Devers 
"As a tribal government we have a responsibility to our community and future generations 
to work with those around us in pursuit of our common interests.Ó 
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The Pauma Indian band has scaled back plans for its $300 million resort hotel amid community 
concerns over traffic, noise, water and visual impact, it was reported Thursday.  
 
The band now proposes building a 19-story tower instead of a 23-story structure, cutting the 
originally proposed gaming floor by 10,000 square feet and eliminating altogether plans for an 
outdoor amphitheater, The San Diego Union-Tribune reported.  
 
The resort is slated to be built north of Valley Center with help from another tribe in Connecticut 
that operates Foxwoods, the largest casino in the world, with 74,000 slot machines, the newspaper 
reported.  
 
"We did everything we could to address those concerns" raised by the community, Chris Devers, 
chairman of the 176-member Pauma tribe, told the Union-Tribune.  
 
The faltering economy, which has caused incomes to drop at casinos coast to coast, was not 
behind the changes, Devers told the newspaper.  
 
Pauma's current casino is among the smallest in the county but there's room for that to change. 
Pauma signed a compact with the state in 2004 that allows it to operate an unlimited number of 
slot machines, although how much money it gives toward state coffers goes up exponentially as it 
adds machines, according to the Union-Tribune.  
 
Pauma offi cials have yet to set an exact number of slot machines for its new resort hotel project 
but have said they plan to roughly double the 1,090 machines that exist now under large, metal-
framed tents, the newspaper reported. 
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Tribe to  buil d $300 mi lli on  casin o-resort  

Pauma Band to double slots, add 23-story, 400-room hotel 
 
By Onell R. Soto 
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER  
 
August 9, 2007  

 



 
NORTH COUNTY Ð The Pauma Band of Mission I ndians unveiled plans yesterday for 
replacing its temporary 1,090-slot casino with a resort featuring a 23-story, 400-room hotel; 
a spa; an entertainment venue; and twice as many slot machines.  

The move is a bid to replace a quickly built  casino wi th a $300 mi llion attraction capable of 
standing its ground against resorts operated by neighboring tr ibes such as Pala and 
Pechanga. 

I t's also a milestone for  a tr ibe that has tr ied twice before to expand its gambling operations 
with outside help Ð previous deals with Caesar 's Palace and the Hard Rock Casino fell apart. 

ÒWe're looking at a unique and quality facili ty, somewhere where people can feel the same 
comfort level they feel now in Casino Pauma,Ó said tr ibal chairman Chris Devers. 

Details of the resort are in a draft  environmental impact report that says the casino project 
would negatively affect traffic, air quality, noise and public safety, but finds that all those 
issues can be dealt with. 

The head of a local planning group said he was heartened that the tr ibe plans to spend money 
on improvements on state Route 76, including adding a traffic light and turn lanes at the 
reservation road leading to the casino. 

ÒThat's been a real problem unti l now,Ó said Joe Chisholm, chairman of the Pala-Pauma 
Planning Group. ÒI t  all comes down to what can be done about Highway 76.Ó 

The study, commissioned by the tr ibe and required by federal law and a state compact, is the 
opening point for negotiations with the county over  how to deal with the impact of the 
expansion. 

Those negotiations will include just how much the tr ibe should pay for  highway 
improvements, sheriff's deputies and problem-gambling programs. 

The report also is required as the tr ibe seeks approval from the National I ndian Gaming 
Commission for a management agreement with the Mashantucket Pequots, the Connecticut 
tr ibe behind the Foxwoods Resort Casino, one of the world's largest.  

Devers said the new casino was needed to provide the 176-member tr ibe a financial future 
and to compete with the gambling operations of nearby tr ibes. 

Three other nearby casinos Ð Pechanga, Pala and Harrah's Rincon Ð offer  hotel towers, spas, 
pools and large gambling floors. Pechanga and Pala are bigger than Pauma and plan to 
expand soon. 

Most gamblers wi ll have to drive past at least one of those to get to Pauma, 11 miles east of 
Interstate 15 on state Route 76. 

For Pala, about five miles west of Pauma, the new resort wi ll be good and bad, said Jerry 
Turk, that casino's managing partner. I t's added competition, sure, but Òit's going to help to 
grow the market,Ó Turk said. 



The proposed 66-acre Pauma resort wil l replace Casino Pauma, the existing gambling hall, 
which wil l continue to operate out of large metal-framed tents during construction. 

The tr ibe hasn't  decided what to call the new casino or when it  wil l open, Devers said. 

The proposed casino wil l feature 110,000 square feet of gambling space, with room for 2,500 
slots Ð though it will  open with 2,000. I t  also wil l include a 400-room hotel, including 16 
vil las in a park-like setting, each 950 square feet, plus a spa, pool and Òlawn garden.Ó 

Parking wil l be in a six-story, 1,500-space garage or a 2,400-space lot. 

The project wi ll require the dri lling of three new water wells to more than double water 
capacity, plus a million-gallon water  tank and an expanded sewage plant capable of treating 
up to 284,000 gallons at peak usage. 

Treated wastewater  wil l be used to water  the tr ibe's citrus and avocado groves. 

With the release of the repor t yesterday, the county Ð and anybody else Ð has unti l Sept. 21 to 
comment on the tr ibe's assessment of the casino's effects. 

The casino wil l use more lights than the existing casino, which is a concern for  astronomers 
at the Palomar Observatory six miles away. 

Observatory spokesman Scott Kardel said light pollution affecting observations at the 
mountaintop telescopes comes not just from the I ndian casinos, but also from the growth of 
nearby cities. 

In the report, the tr ibe says it will  try to keep lights to a minimum and wi ll focus all lights 
toward bui ldings or the ground, away from the sky. 

As far  as fire dangers, the tr ibe said it is expanding its fire station and has agreements in 
place with the fire depar tments of nearby tr ibes that are trained to fight high-rise fires. I t  also 
said it would add staff and equipment to its own fire department i f needed. 

The tr ibe said it would work with the county to pay for additional sheriff's deputies required 
by its project. I t also plans to beef up its own casino security force. 

ÒWe're excited,Ó Devers said. ÒWe look forward to completing this step of the process and get 
ready for  breaking ground.Ó 

 

 

Pauma plans $300 million hotel, casino  

8/ 10/ 07 
 

By: EDWARD SIFUENTES - Staff Writer  



Casino Pauma could more than triple in size to become a full hotel and casino resort, according to a 
draft report released by the tribe this week. 
 
The project would help improve the 176-member Pauma band's economic future, according to the 
report. But it would also increase traffic to and from the casino on Highway 76, a winding, two-lane 
rural road that connects the tribe's reservation to Interstate 15.  

County officials, who received the report recently, said that after the report is completed, they will 
begin negotiations with the tribe to offset some of the problems the project would cause outside the 
reservation. 

"We're very interested in what the study says about traffic, but we're going to look at everything," 
said John Snyder, the county's director of public works. 
 
The tribe will hold a public meeting on the project at the Pauma Valley Community Center at 6 p.m. 
Aug. 28. Residents can also submit written comment on the project until Sept. 21 to the tribe's 
consultant, Tierra Environmental Services. 
 
The Pauma band opened a temporary casino in May 2001 on a 20-acre site north of Valley Center, 11 
miles east of Interstate 15. A metal-framed tent houses 1,090 slot machines and 22 table games. 
 
Since it opened, neighboring tribes have built casinos with full resorts offering hotel rooms, spas and 
concert venues. 
 
In the report, Pauma officials said their casino needs to grow in order to compete with the 
neighboring Pala Casino Spa and Resort, Harrah's Rincon Casino & Resort and Pechanga Resort & 
Casino. 
 
"Due to its limited size and offerings, the existing facility does not have the ability to compete with 
destination resorts in the immediate vicinity, and as such has not had the ability to prosper and 
expand," according to the report. 
 
Last year, the Pauma tribe announced it would build a $300 million casino and hotel with the help of 
its partners, the Mashantucket Pequots' Foxwoods Development Co. The Connecticut tribe owns 
one of the largest casinos in the world. 
 
Pauma Chairman Chris Devers said the project will help secure his tribe's financial future. 
 
"Pauma is looking forward to completing this process in order to continue to provide for the 
essential needs of the membership and improving the quality of life in the community," Devers said 
in a written statement. 
 
The new casino would house up to 2,500 slot machines, 50 table games and 10 poker tables, 
according to the report. A 23-story hotel would include 384 rooms, 16 villa-style suites, a spa, pool 
and gardens. 
 
The 66-acre project would also include a 1,500-seat event center, 105,000 square feet of conference 
and office space and nearly 4,000 parking spaces. 
 
The report, which was paid for by the tribe and required by federal regulations, looked the proposed 

 



casino's effects on traffic, noise, air quality, public safety and other aspects of life near the project. It 
concluded the project would create problems in each of those areas, but also offers ways to reduce 
the effects. 
 
Among other things, the report recommended that the tribe help pay for improvements to ramps 
connecting Highway 76 to Interstate 15, improve segments of the highway and improve the highway 
intersection at Pauma Reservation Road. 
 
The study estimated that the project would increase traffic on Highway 76 by an average of 4,512 
vehicles a day. It estimates that an average of about 11,200 vehicles travel a stretch of the road west 
of the reservation each day. 
 
In 2004, Pauma and four other tribes signed a deal with Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to pay the 
state $1 billion and annual licensing fees for slot machines. The deal allows the tribes to add slot 
machines beyond the 2,000-machine cap set under an earlier agreement and extends the life of the 
agreement from 20 years to 30. 
 
The deal with Schwarzenegger also requires the tribes to negotiate with local governments to offset 
the problems caused outside the reservation. 
 
Devers said the tribe plans to address the project's effects. 
 
"We fully intend to implement measures to mitigate concerns so that there will be no significant 
impact by the project," he said. 
 
The Pauma Valley Community Center is at 16650 State Route 76 in Pauma Valley. Tierra 
Environmental Services is at 9915 Businesspark Ave., Ste. C, San Diego, CA 92131. 

 

 
 

(08-09-07) 12:23 PDT Pala, Calif. (AP)  

Pauma Indians propose big casino in north San Diego County 

The Pauma Band of Mission Indians plans to replace its 1,090-slot casino in north San Diego County with a 23-

story, 400-room hotel that would have twice as many slot machines. 

The proposed $300-million dollar resort is a bid to compete against casinos operated by neighboring tribes such 

as Pala and Pechanga. 

The 66-acre Pauma resort would replace an existing gambling hall, which will continue to operate out of large 

metal-framed tents during construction. The tribe hasn't decided what to call the new casino or when it will open. 

The proposed casino would feature 110,000 square feet of gambling space, with room for 2,500 slots, though the 

plan calls for it to open with 2,000. 



Details of plans are in a draft environmental impact report, released Wednesday, that says the project would 

negatively affect traffi c, air quality, noise and public safety, but finds that all those issues can be dealt with. 

The head of a local planning group welcomed the tribe's plans to improve state Route 76 by adding a traffi c light 

and turning lanes at the reservation road leading to the casino. 

"It all comes down to what can be done about Highway 76," said Joe Chisholm, chairman of the Pala-Pauma 

Planning Group. 
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PAUMA INDIANS PURCHASE ORGANIC FARM  

LAND TO STAY AS-IS, BE LEASED TO SELLER 

 
By Onell R. Soto 
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER  
 
NORTH COUNTY – The Pauma Band of Mission Indians has purchased an 85-acre 
organic farm and plans to keep it as such for the foreseeable future.  

The land sale is the first in San Diego County in which state funds were used in an effort 
to keep a working farm away from developers. 



ÒIt's a special place, right there along the river,Ó said Wallace Tucker, chairman of the 
Fallbrook Land Conservancy. 

The tribe already grows avocados and citrus crops on and near its Pauma Valley 
reservation and has agreed to an agriculture-only clause on the property it is buying. 

The tribe has agreed to lease back the farm along the San Luis Rey River at Cole Grade 
Road and Pauma Valley Drive to the Tierra Miguel Foundation, which sells organic 
produce and runs an educational program. 

ÒYou take care of the land and the land will take care of you,Ó said tribal chairman Chris 
Devers. 

He said the land purchase is unrelated to the tribe's proposal to build a $300 million 
casino resort on reservation land off state Route 76 about 11 miles east of Interstate 15. 

As part of that development, the tribe plans to rip out about 35 acres of citrus trees, but it 
plans to replant about 5 acres. 

The resort would replace a temporary 1,090-slot casino the 176-member tribe owns. 

The tribe is paying $1.4 million for the farm, which Tierra Miguel purchased for $1.9 
million. 

Tierra Miguel's purchase was funded by a loan from the California Department of 
Conservation, which will get its money back and use it for similar purchases elsewhere. 

The difference Ð essentially the cost of development rights Ð was paid for by state and 
federal conservation grants, said Tucker, whose conservancy will check to make sure the 
land is farmed. 

ÒThey can't build on it,Ó he said. ÒThey can't pave it over.Ó 

The tribe does not plan to make the farm part of its reservation, Devers said. ÒThat's 
probably something we would try to address in the future,Ó he said. 

The tribe also said it donated $350,000 to the foundation and is providing a $300,000 
grant over the next 10 years. 

ÒIf we can keep this in agriculture, it will help protect the other farmers in this particular 
valley,Ó said Beth Ann Levendoski, president of the foundation. 

About 40 acres are used for farming, she said. Ten acres have buildings on them and the 
rest are part of a wildlife restoration project. 



The foundation bought the farm from an organic-strawberry farmer who was planning to 
develop it in conjunction with the Pauma Valley Country Club next door. 

An important part of the sale, Levendoski said, is that the tribe agreed that it can be sued 
if it violates the farming-only clause. 

Just like cities, states and other sovereign governments, Indian tribes can only be sued if 
they give permission, and they only do so rarely. 

ÒThat is the supreme example of their interest in the property,Ó Levendoski said. 

She said the foundation and the tribe have worked together for years on educational 
efforts, and children from the reservation have visited the working farm. 

Devers said keeping the organic farm going near the reservation reflects the tribe's 
values. 

ÒIt kind of re-emphasizes . . . the value in respecting and taking care of the land,Ó he said. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


